MINUTES

LOUISIANA SOYBEAN AND GRAIN RESEARCH

AND PROMOTION BOARD

July 25, 2024
Vidalia, Louisiana 
MEMBERS PRESENT:
 Charles Cannatella, Scott Wiggers, Kellon Lee, Darrell VandeVen, Joey Olivier, Garrett Marsh, Wil Miller, Kody Beavers

OTHERS PRESENT:
Andy Brown, Gene Cavalier, Bobby Skeen, Dr. Mike Salassi, Jeff Fabre, Dr. Rogers Leonard
Chairman Cannatella called the meeting to order and asked members to review the agenda and minutes. Cannatella called for public comment on the agenda. None was heard.
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Olivier seconded by Marsh and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and the agenda as presented.
Brown then gave the collections and financial reports. Collections were complete for the FY2024 cycle, with $2,784,688 for soybean, $523,810 for corn, and $35,506 for wheat totaling $3,344,081 in gross revenue. Half of the soybean amount is remitted then to USB. Brown noted the budgeted differences, but that the board in total came in $76, 017 over budget estimates. Brown also noted he had began the FY24 LA Legislative Audit Process with Mike Glover, the LLA approved auditor. That report would be prepared for the November meeting. Brown went over the compliance questionnaire for the audit and Executive Committee members would execute signature on that. Brown also noted improvements to processes with LDAF and staff changes there.
Jeff Fabre with LDAF then presented the annual first purchaser audit report, noting that 29% of buyers (4 licensees) had been audited in 2023. No material errors had been found. Fabre noted he was down some staff but was planning on more audits for the 2024 cycle later in the calendar year. Gene Cavalier then reported on continued licensing of grain graders in the state and the success there. Other states were now copying Louisiana’s state certification model for all graders. Cavalier echoed Brown’s comments about systems improvements with LDAF management and finance, the work of his staff Cindy Abbott in facilitating those changes, and gave a few updates from changes to members of the commodities commission.
Action No. 2

Scott Wiggers made a motion to receive and file the collections and financial reports  and the 2023 first purchaser audit report as presented. Beavers seconded and the motion carried.

Cannatella then asked Brown and Salassi to discuss the Distinguished Professorship voted on at the November meeting. Brown walked the board through the USB compliance processes, the efforts of LSU, particularly Dr. Matt Lee to meet those compliance challenges, and the overall success of an agreement. Salassi echoed and noted the LSU compliance of hiring processes and bestowing a professorship. The board discussed their role in selecting candidates in verifying their qualifications to meet the requirements of the agreement. Canatella announced to the board that he had executed the completed agreement and the one time gift of $480,000 would be signed at the meeting to be delivered to the LSU Foundation. Further ceremonies about the gift would be performed at the November 2024 meeting.
The board then moved into a discussion over potential research needs for the RFP process with LSU for 2025 projects. Crop updates were given by board members. Dr. Rogers Leonard representing the LA Consultants Association (LACA) was in attendance and Cannatella invited him to give LACA recommendations of needs within the various commodities stewarded by the board. Through robust discussions between Leonard, board members, and guests the following list of potential topics of interest was produced for LSU researcher consideration for 2025 proposals:

1. Artificial Intelligence (AI) being used for grain grading and quality standards

2. Wildlife damage deterrence product testing on all crops for deer, hogs, bear and other species. Both agronomic efficacy and economic considerations.

3. Weed science recommendations:

a. without dicamba over the top options due to registration issues.

b. Without auxin herbicides altogether

c. Herbicide programs when residuals don’t activate or weather doesn’t cooperate

4. Disease forecasting like is done with rust. Prediction models and a surveying network to get ahead of diseases before they’re present. More predictive modeling for fungicide applications before disease injury occurs.

5. New corn disease, XXXX, no labeled products available.

6. Continued emphasis on stink bugs. Alternative options to acephate should it lose its label.

7. Spray Drone economic viability for farmer ownership and use. 

8. Spray drone efficacy and application work. Spray tips, height, wind speed, etc. Agronomic work with spray drone applications.

9. Salt tolerance in irrigation on soybeans.

The board asked this list be shared through Dr. Salassi during the proposal process.

Brown then reminded the board they were serving at the pleasure of the governor. Nominations for the new governor from nominating organizations had been submitted but not acted upon. Brown reminded them of ethics trainings, financial disclosures, and sexual harassment policies.

Garrett Marsh notified the board that the United Soybean Board would be visiting Louisiana in 2025. The board discussed ideas on how to collaborate and support their visit. Marsh and Boudreaux would work with Brown to provide more info at the fall 2024 meeting.

Cannatella then asked the board for any conflicts to meeting Nov. 20-22, 2024 to hear proposals and set the 2025 budget. None were heard and Dr. Salassi and Brown would work to secure meeting rooms and agendas.

Chairman Cannatella called for any other business and public comment. There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 
_________________________________

Charles Cannatella,   Chairman

